INTERESTS AND PREJUDICES
comprehending a situation by means of an analogy, as
that of the neurone system with a telephone system ; being
interested in new stamps because one already has a wide
knowledge of them ; hearing a sonata with greater interest
and comprehension after facts about sonatas already known
have been recalled, and certain of the themes have been
anticipated and played over.
When a man visits a town, he is unlikely to settle there
if he is lonely and no one is recognizable as belonging to
his set, his profession, his lodge, his church, or his college.
But if some of these have been called to the station to
meet him, and he is in pleasant fashion introduced and
make known to them and they to him, he may remain,
settle down, marry into the town, and influence by his
presence the particular group which has absorbed him. So
it is in teaching, where the art of the teacher consists in.
part in calling to the front the right ideas to meet the
new-comer, and in making suitable introductions
Now in this Herbartian view of interest, useful as it has
been and can still be to the teacher as a guide, there are
two mam deficiencies The one is that, in the preparation
part of a lesson, it is far more important that a problem
attitude should be evoked, that a project to do something
should arise, than that certain ideas should be haled into
the focus of consciousness
The other is that the Herbartian view of the growth of
interests makes the whole matter far too exclusively an
affair of the intellect, instead of being to an even greater
extent dependent upon the instincts and the emotions,
Herbart and his followers realized and emphasized the way
in which cognitive ideas, pieces of knowledge, aspects of
a subject, generalizations, are built up into systems which
are the working mind, viewed as a logical machine. It
was left for a later generation of psychologists to appreciate
the fact that there are similar structures on the side of the
feelings also, corresponding to apperception-masses on the
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